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SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS AND INITIAL REACTIONS 
TO ALGERIAN ICJ PRESENTATION 

1. SUMMARY: MOROCCAN PRESS GIVING CLOSE ATTENTION TO 
ALGERIAN ICJ PRESENTATION WHICH BEGAN THIS WEEK AND IS SEEN 
AS ACID TEST OF ALGERIAN INTENTIONS RE RAPPROCHEMENT WITH 
MOROCCANS. SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS COVERAGE OF EVENT IS 
FAVORABLE THUS FAR, AND WE WOULD EXPECT GOM TO CONTINUE 
PUTTING BEST FACE ON IT BARRING UNFORESEEN NEGATIVE "SURPRISE." 
MEANWHILE, SEMI-OFFICAL MEDIA DOWNPLAYING ANY ICJ 
DIFFERENCES WITH MAURITANIA. DETAILS FOLLOW. END SUMMARY. 

2. GOM'S PUBLIC POSITION ON ALGERIA WAS RESTATED IN 
AUTHORITATIVE JULY 12 SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS EDITORIAL (WHICH 
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ALSO DISCUSSED MOROCCAN POSITION ON SPAIN - RABAT 3412). 
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EDITORIAL EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH GROWING ALGERIAN 
COMPREHENSION ON SAHARA, BUT SAID "AN EVEN CLEARER POSITION, 

WHICH WOULD DISSIPATE ALL AMBIGUITY WITH REGARD TO OUR 

SAHARA" WAS NEEDED. ALGERIAN PRESENTATION BEFORE ICJ 

BEGINNING JULY 14, EDITORIAL NOTED, WAS "MOMENT 

OF TRUTH... IN WHICH ALGERIA CAN CLEARLY DECLARE THAT SAHARA 

IS MOROCCAN." MOROCCAN "PUBLIC OPINION" WILL NOT BE 

COMPLETELY SATISFIED WITHOUT SUCH A DEMONSTRATION OF SOLIDARITY, 

EDITORIAL ASSERTED. 

3. ALGERIA BEGAN ITS PRESENTATION IN "SPIRIT OF BROTHERHOOD 
AND FRIENDSHIP," ACCORDING TO SEMI-OFFICAL PRESS HEADLINE 
JULY 15. STRESS LAID ON ALGERIAN REP BEDJAOUI'S REPORTED 
COMMENT THAT ALGERIA CLAIMED NO HISTORIC SOVEREIGNTY OF ANY 
KIND OVER SAHARA, BUT TEXT OF AFP ARTICLE ALSO NOTED HIS 
REAFFIRMATION THAT ALGERIA'S BORDER WITH TERRITORY MAKES HER 
"INTERESTED PARTY" AND GIVES HER RIGHT TO BE HEARD ON FUTURE 
OF SAHARA. HEADLINES ALSO FEATURED REMARKS BY ZAIRE REP 

THAT HISTORIC TIES TO SAHARA EASIER TO DEMONSTRATE FOR MOROCCO 
(I.E., THAN FOR MAURITANIA) BECAUSE MOROCCO WAS ALREADY 
INDEPENDENT STATE WHEN SPANISH OCCUPIED SAHARA. NO 
EMPHASIS GIVEN TO HIS QUALIFYING COMMENT THAT MOROCCAN TIES 
PROVEN TO EXIST "WITH AT LEAST PART" OF SAHARA. ZAIRE REP’S 
REJECTION OF CONCEPT OF "TERRA NULLIUS" AND CALL ON SPAIN 
TO "GIVE IN TO HISTORICAL EVIDENCE" BRIEFLY REPORTED AS WELL. 

4. OPPOSITION ISTIQLAL’S L'OPINION, WHICH HAS LED ANTI-ALGERIAN 
RHETORIC IN PAST, DEVOTED ITS COVERAGE FROM SPECIAL 
CORRESPONDENT ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY TO ZAIRE REP S REMARKS 
ON MOROCCAN TIES, REJECTION OF TERRA NULLIUS CONCEPT, AND 
POINT THAT MAURITANIAN LEGAL TIES TO SAHARA DEPENDED ON 
"SOCIO-CULTURAL ELEMENTS." MENTION OF ALGERIA LIMITED TO 
COMMENT THAT ALGERIAN PRESENTATION CONTAINED NOTHING NEW 
AND REAFFIRMED POSITION CONCERNING FUTURE OF SAHARA. 

5. ON MAURITANIAN ICJ PRESENTATION, SEMI-OFFICIAL PRESS 
EDITORIAL JULY 15 RECOGNIZED THE DIVERGENCE OF MAURITANIAN 
PRESENTATION, WHICH ENDED JULY 10 (RABAT 3373), FROM GOM 

LINE. EDITORIAL, SOMEWHAT MIFFED IN TONE, DOWNPLAYED EFFECTIVE- 
NESS OF MAURITANIAN ATTEMPTS TO DEMONSTRATE HISTORIC TIES 
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WITH SOUTHERN PART OF SAHARA AND EVEN BROUGHT UP HOARY CONTENTION 
THAT PRESENT MAURITANIA, UNTIL ITS OCCUPATION BY FRENCH, WAS 
PART OF KINGDOM OF MOROCCO. NEVERTHELESS, EDITORIAL CONCLUDED, 
ESSENTIAL POINT IS THAT TWO COUNTRIES WILL BE ABLE TO "SOLVE 
THEIR PROBLEMS, SAFEGUARD THEIR ENTENTE, AND PRESERVE THEIR 
UNITY" DESPITE DIFFERENCE IN PRESENTATION OF THEIR VIEWS. 

MEANWHILE, PRESS CONTINUES TO GIVE DAILY COVERAGE TO 
"SUCCESSES" OF MAURITANIAN-MOROCCAN JOINT DIPLOMACY IN 
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AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST. 

6. COMMENT: ALGERIA'S ICJ PRESENTATION THUS FAR HAS NOT 
LIVED UP TO GOM PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS AS EXPRESSED IN JULY 12 
EDITORIAL. STILL, MOROCCAN CALL FOR ALGERIAN DECLARATION 
THAT SAHARA IS MOROCCAN IS OPTIMUM STANCE AND MAY BE 
DESIGNED PARTLY FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION. IT SEEMS TO US 
THAT VERY BEST MOROCCANS COULD HOPE FOR WOULD BE ALGERIAN 
URGING OF SPAIN TO COME TO TERMS WITH MAURITANIA AND MOROCCO, 
ALONG LINES OF ZAIRE REP'S REPORTED POSITION. WHETHER 
OR NOT THIS ACTUALLY COMES TO PASS, WE WOULD EXPECT GOM TO 
PUT BEST PUBLIC FACE EVEN ON NUANCED ALGERIAN PRESENTATION, 
UNLESS ALGERIAN SPRING AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE. 

NEUMANN 
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